
Fly Fishing Clinic with Carlo Bongio
“On the Water Clinic Series”       www.WesternSportShop.com

Putah Creek Nymph Clinics:
It’s difficult to imagine a better fishery in the state of California, let alone one within 20 miles of major
population centers. The tailwater fishery of Putah Creek benefits from the stable supply of low tempera-
ture water and  probably contains the largest population of wild trout within the bay area. Fish averaging
14 - 16” and regularly growing more than 20” are regularly caught & released.  However, it is a difficult
place to fish well. The 3 mile stretch of river is loaded with tight brush and close quarters fishing.  Most
anglers don’t understand the complexity of the fishery, and may be confused by the DFG’s position that
there are no native fish in the stream.  Certainly, the summer season sees stocked fish being caught,
but during the flies only November - March period, it is an incredible fishery for rainbow and brown trout.
Carlo Bongio has fished Putah Creek consistently for over 20 years, and his extensive knowledge and
easy teaching style will unlock the secrets of this fishery.

Clinic Meets at Putah Creek - You will receive specific meeting info and a map before the class date.
Please note: The Putah Creek fishery is negatively impacted by rain. If there is substantial rain within 48
hours before the class, it may be postponed.  Limited to 5 attendees.  Reservations required. 
(There will be more dates for this clinic series -- check out our website)  
Clinic Fees: $100/person

Please note: There is a set of recommended equipment for this clinic.  If you did not receive one with this sheet,
you may find a copy on our web site (http://www.westernsportshop.com/clinics/putah.html) or you can obtain one by
sending email to putahclinic@westernsportshop.com.  Wading is required for this clinic.  Waders and appropriate
wading equipment is the responsibility of the student.  Attendees should have mastered basic casting techniques &
be familiar with basic fly fishing equipment. For more information, please contact Carlo Bongio at the Santa Rosa

store (707) 542-4432 or San Rafael store (415) 456-5454.

To sign up for this clinic, you can call either store to sign up by phone, or complete the following information and fax to: 415-
456-2577.  Please use one form per student.

Name:

Phone (day/evening): (       )                      / (      )

Email Address:

Clinic Date:  ____________________
Location: Putah Creek

You can also sign up for this clinic on our website  
- go to our Online Store and select “Class Signups”.

Email signups can be sent to “Classes@WesternSportShop.com” 
(please specify the  location, date and clinic if using this method.)
You can also mail this form or phone in your reservation directly  to the stores:

Tackle Selection & Rigging
Fly Selection
Reading the Water for Best Results
Wading Techniques

Short Line Nymphing Techniques
Presentation Techniques for Trout
Specific Instructions

geared to each participant’s needs

What is Covered in this Clinic:

Nymph Clinic Signup Sheet - version 2002basic  © 2002 Western Sport Shop, Inc.

Western Sport Shop - San Rafael
902 Third Street

415-456-5454

Western Sport Shop  - Santa Rosa
2790 Santa Rosa Avenue

707-542-4432

Please bill the fees for this class to my  
(select one) Visa / MasterCard / American Express

Account # 

Expiration Date (mo/year)

Signature: X



Putah Creek Nymph Clinics:

Recommended Equipment for the Clinic
Required: Valid California Fishing License
(available at stores)

9’ 4 weight fly rod.  
(4 or 5 weight rod acceptable).

Fly reel with smooth drag with floating line. 
20# Backing

Strike Indicators
Split Shot or other weighting system

Putah Creek Fly assortment:
16 - 20’s in the following patterns are the
most popular (many others work as well) - 
PT Nymphs
Hare’s Ears Nymphs
Bead Head Prince Nymphs

10’ tapered leaders in 5x tippet size

Waders 
Wading staff
Polarized sunglasses
Hat
Sunscreen
Food, drinks & necessary snacks

If you have any questions, contact Carlo Bongio
at the Santa Rosa store (707) 542-4432 or 
San Rafael store (415) 456-5454.
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Our Suggested Outfit:
Tackle
Rod - Sage 490 or 590 VPS
Reel - Ross Reels Gunnison 2 (1 ok)
Line - 20# backing, Scientific Anglers

Mastery Series Floating Line (DT or
WF ok).

Leaders/Tippet - Umpqua, Climax or RIO
10’ tapered leaders in 5x (should be
compatible with the tippets you
use.) 

Clothing/Equipment
Waders - Simms Lightweight 

Breathable Gore-Tex 
Boots - Simms Lightweight Wading boots
Wading staff - Simms extendable model
Glasses - Action Optics Polarized

Other Items 
Back Country Laboratories SPF-30

Sunscreen 
Highly visible strike indicators
“Fly Fishing Accessory Pack” Nippers,

hemostat, thermometer, leader
straightener and hook sharpener.

Fishing License Holder
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